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In The Dictator's Army, Caitlin Talmadge presents a compelling new argument to help us understand why
authoritarian militaries sometimes fight very well?and sometimes very poorly. Talmadge's framework for
understanding battlefield effectiveness focuses on four key sets of military organizational practices:
promotion patterns, training regimens, command arrangements, and information management. Different
regimes face different domestic and international threat environments, leading their militaries to adopt
different policies in these key areas of organizational behavior.

Authoritarian regimes facing significant coup threats are likely to adopt practices that squander the state's
military power, while regimes lacking such threats and possessing ambitious foreign policy goals are likely
to adopt the effective practices often associated with democracies. Talmadge shows the importance of threat
conditions and military organizational practices for battlefield performance in two paired comparisons of
states at war: North and South Vietnam (1963–1975) and Iran and Iraq (1980–1988). Drawing on extensive
documentary sources, her analysis demonstrates that threats and practices can vary not only between
authoritarian regimes but also within them, either over time or across different military units. The result is a
persuasive explanation of otherwise puzzling behavior by authoritarian militaries. The Dictator’s Army offers
a vital practical tool for those seeking to assess the likely course, costs, and outcomes of future conflicts
involving nondemocratic adversaries, allies, or coalition partners.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Devries:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Dictator's Army: Battlefield Effectiveness in
Authoritarian Regimes (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs). You can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book The Dictator's Army: Battlefield
Effectiveness in Authoritarian Regimes (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs). You can add expertise and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful
thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is
called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Cruz Fleury:

The knowledge that you get from The Dictator's Army: Battlefield Effectiveness in Authoritarian Regimes
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) may be the more deep you searching the information that hide within
the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
The Dictator's Army: Battlefield Effectiveness in Authoritarian Regimes (Cornell Studies in Security
Affairs) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way
that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand
then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having that The Dictator's Army: Battlefield Effectiveness in Authoritarian Regimes (Cornell Studies in
Security Affairs) instantly.

Johnny Abel:

Typically the book The Dictator's Army: Battlefield Effectiveness in Authoritarian Regimes (Cornell Studies
in Security Affairs) will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate
the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book The
Dictator's Army: Battlefield Effectiveness in Authoritarian Regimes (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Lamar Carr:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book The Dictator's Army: Battlefield Effectiveness in Authoritarian Regimes (Cornell
Studies in Security Affairs) we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be



creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life at this book The Dictator's Army: Battlefield Effectiveness in
Authoritarian Regimes (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs). You can more inviting than now.
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