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It is now approaching one hundred years since the first publication of The Dead and this wonderful story
continues to fascinate readers, even prompting in recent times a film adaptation and a stage play. There are
many who feel it is the finest short story/novella ever written. Beautifully executed in so many ways,
multilayered and possessing an ineffable delicateness in subtlety throughout, it may indeed be James Joyce’s
finest writing. There is something so captivating in the way The Dead unfolds that even peripheral characters
such as Lily the caretaker’s daughter, Miss Ivors and Bartell D’Arcy take on a very definite existence and
linger with the reader taken through this tale of tussle between the living and the dead.

Critical interest in the story has remained active with scholars still debating the meaning of the title, still
searching out the meaning of Gabriel’s ‘journey westward’, and continuing identifying thematic
significances. One fact that there is unanimity upon is that Gabriel Conroy is James Joyce—and the twenty-
five year-old James Joyce writing the story in Trieste in the spring and summer of 1907 is harsh on himself:
‘A shameful consciousness of his own person assailed him. He saw himself as a ludicrous figure, acting as a
pennyboy for his aunts, a nervous well-meaning sentimentalist, orating to vulgarians and idealising his own
clownish lusts, the pitiable fatuous fellow he had caught a glimpse of in the mirror. Instinctively he turned
his back more to the light lest she might see the shame that burned upon his forehead.’

The ending of the story where Gabriel looks out the window of his room in the Gresham Hotel and watches
the snow — ‘His soul swooned slowly as he heard the snow falling faintly through the universe and faintly
falling, like the descent of their last end, upon all the living and the dead.’ — is quite unforgettable.

Many editions in several languages have been published. The latest (edited and generously and informatively
annotated by James Mulligan) is a lavishly illustrated book that contains fifty-nine monochrome and color
illustrations of the contemporary Dublin. Some of the illustrations such as the two photos of the legendary
opera singer mentioned in the story, William Parkinson, and an illustration of the famous English soprano,
Georgina Burns, are seen for the first time.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer McNab:

The book THE DEAD (Annotated) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book THE DEAD (Annotated) to be your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a e-book THE DEAD
(Annotated). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So ,
how do you think about this e-book?

Brian Pena:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this THE
DEAD (Annotated).

Ella Woods:

Precisely why? Because this THE DEAD (Annotated) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

May Davidson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual
book that recommended to you personally is THE DEAD (Annotated) this publication consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.
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