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In the first half of the twentieth century, Americans' intense concern with sex crimes against children led to a
wave of public discussion, legislative action, and criminal prosecution. Stephen Robertson provides the first
large-scale, long-term study of how American criminal courts dealt with the prosecution of sexual violence
against children.

Robertson describes how the nineteenth-century approach to childhood as a single phase of innocence began
to shift at the end of the century to include several stages of childhood development, prompting reformers to
create legal categories such as statutory rape and carnal abuse to protect children. However, while ordinary
New Yorkers' involvement in the prosecution of those offenses reshaped their understandings of who was a
child and produced a new concern to establish the age of their sexual partners, their beliefs in childhood
innocence and in a concept of sexuality centered on sexual intercourse remained unchanged. As a result,
families' use of the law and jurors' decisions ultimately diminished the protection the new laws offered to
children. Robertson's study, based on the previously unexamined files of the New York County district
attorney's office, reveals the importance of child sexuality and sex crimes in twentieth-century American
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Marina Rutt:

The actual book Crimes against Children: Sexual Violence and Legal Culture in New York City, 1880-1960
(Studies in Legal History) will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to
you. The book Crimes against Children: Sexual Violence and Legal Culture in New York City, 1880-1960
(Studies in Legal History) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Pamela Dudley:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Crimes against Children: Sexual
Violence and Legal Culture in New York City, 1880-1960 (Studies in Legal History), you could enjoy both.
It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Raymond Hollander:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Crimes against Children: Sexual Violence and Legal
Culture in New York City, 1880-1960 (Studies in Legal History) why because the great cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Robert Alcock:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Crimes against Children: Sexual
Violence and Legal Culture in New York City, 1880-1960 (Studies in Legal History).
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